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                        Michael Kemmerer Secretary, kemmerergroup@yahoo.com  
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                                                                                                  saved2bygrace@msn.com  
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Business Ads: are welcomed by BCEI members or alumni.  Please submit your ad to 
Jocelyn Wood 1474 Mauck Road Blue Bell, PA  19422 along with your payment, check 
made payable to BCEI.  610-277-7674  Ad costs:   
Full page ad $50.00 per issue $175.00 per year 
Half page ad $35.00 per issue $125.00 per year 
Fourth page ad $20.00 per issue $75.00 per year 
Eighth page ad (business card size) $10.00 per issue $35.00 per year 
 
Submissions and articles are welcomed by our readers:  All BCEI members are 
encouraged to submit articles and items of interest regarding homeschooling, interesting 
stories, words of encouragement, suggestions, book reviews, etc. are welcomed.  Please 
submit your article via e-mail to Nehemiah’s Leadership c/o Dot Borton  
thebortonfamily@juno.com or bceione@fast.net   Please indicate Nehemiah’s 
Leadership in the topic heading so that we know that it is not junk mail. 
 
 
Nehemiah’s Leadership/Staff reserves the right to accept or reject any submissions for 
publication.  Please be advised that the views or opinions expressed in Nehemiah’s 
Leadership are not necessarily those of BCEI or its staff or volunteers, but is made 
available to our readers as a service.  Each reader must evaluate the content for 
themselves. 



           BCEI BOARD APPROVED EVALUATORS 
 
PATTI ACHEE   Elem. & Sec.   Chester Springs, PA   (610) 827-7149 
TIMOTHY ANGER Secondary Education--Emmaus, PA  (610) 967-4556 
LINDA D. BLOCKER    Spec. Ed., Elem. & Sec.  Harrisburg, PA     (717) 545-6039 
DARLA BOAL      Spec. Ed., Elem. & Sec.    Otlanta, PA      (814) 236-1013 
LORI  BOWERS     Elem & Sec.    Maytown, PA    (717) 426-2222 
VIVIAN  DIPPOLD     K-8   Lansdale, PA   (215) 855-1968 
THOMAS DOYLE    Elem., & Sec.  Harleysville, PA   (215) 368-6195 
JANET DUMOND      Secondary     Stillwarter, PA    (717) 925-2618 
LAURIE DUNN         Spec. Ed., Elem. & Sec.    Towanda, PA    (717) 265-5796 
LYNNE EPPEHIMER   Elem.  Gilbertsville, PA    (610) 369-2991 
DOUG FRANKS     Elem. & Sec.   Souderton, PA   (215) 721-4324 
JOANN GLUECK         Elem. & Sec.    New Bloomfield    (717) 582-8809 
BEVERLY GRAYBILL    Spec. Ed., Elem. & Sec.     Elizabethtown, PA    (717) 367-2381 
BONITA GREINER      Elem., & Sec.    Manheim, PA    (717) 665-6854 
IDA HECKARD      School Psychologist    Lebanon, PA    (717) 272-3007 
JIM HECKMAN     Elem. & Sec.  Marietta, PA    (717) 426-3676 
KATHRYN A. HUNSBERGER   Spec. Ed. Grades K-12 Perkasie, PA   (215) 249-3623 
PAULINE JOHNS      K-8    Telford, PA    (215) 723-7226 
TERRY JOHNS     Elem. & Sec.   Telford, PA    (215) 723-7226 
EDWARD KABAKJIAN   Elem. & Sec.  Pennsburg, PA    (215) 679-8888 
DENNIS KEYES   Spec. Ed., Elem. & Sec.  Havertown, PA     (610) 789-7750 
KAY KEHS          Elem.     Souderton, PA     (215) 721-1490 
BARBARA J. KLEEMAN      Elem., & Sec.   Sellersville, PA    (215) 453-6921 
BRIAN L. KNAUB   Elem. & Sec.   Harleysville, PA    (215) 256-4971    
WENDY KOMANCHECK   Secondary   Ephrata, PA    (717)721-9333 
MICHAEL LISAUSKY   Elem. & Sec.  Langhorne, PA    (215) 757-1615 
NATALIE LIVELLA   Elem. & Sec.  Davidsville, PA    (814) 479-2634 
MEREDITH LONG  Elem.   Lansdale, PA     (610) 584-0537 
JANEEN MADISON   Elem.   Chester, PA     (610) 876-0891 
C. JOY MCCUEN     Elem. & Spec. Ed. K-12    Hatboro, PA  (215) 675-6134 
KAREN MELCHIOR Elem. & Sec. Reading Specialist   Barto, PA   (610) 754-9464 
DIONNE NICOLE MITCHELL  Elem. & Sec.Counselor   Norristown, PA   (610) 539-0846 
DOUG MOISTER        Elem. & Sec.  Eagleville, PA    (610) 539-9081 
KERRY MONASTRA Sec. Quakertown, PA  (215)804-1012 
KAREN SUE NEITZ Elem. & Sec. Pottstown, PA   (610) 718-8981 
KAREN ORLEMANN   Sp. Ed., Elem. & Sec.     Easton, PA    (610) 252-8079 
ROSEMARY ROHRBACH   Sp. Ed., El. & Sec.  Muncy, PA   (717) 546-6796 
JOE SCHIAFFINO  Elem. & Sec.  Perkasie, PA   (215) 257-8799 
GLORIA SIRIANNI    Spec. Ed., Elem. & Sec.    Lansdale, PA   (215) 
TARA SEAGRIST    Elem. Harleysville, PA   (215) 256-0322 
JULIE SERANO   Elem. & Sec.  Drums, PA   (570) 788-0682 
NAOMI STRUNK  Elem. & Sec.   Quakertown, PA    (215) 538-3575 
STEPHAN STRUNK  Sec.  Quakertown, PA    (215) 538-3575 
SHELLY TAYLOR      Elem. & Sec.   Etters. PA    (717) 938-1135 
CATHERINE WALSH  Elem.    Blooming Glen, PA  (215) 453-7283 
MARJORIE WRIGHT    Elem., & Sec.   Myerstown, PA    (717) 933-4936 
WENDY YERKES   Spec. Ed.   Quakertown, PA   (215) 538-1525        
  
Please note that if you have a student enrolled in the BCEI Diploma program then you must use one of the above mentioned 
evaluators for grades 9-11.  Mr. Johns personally does all 12th grade evaluations besides the other grades.  It is your 
responsibility to make sure that your evaluator submits a copy of the end of the year evaluation and you as the parent need to 
submit final grades to BCEI prior to the onset of each new school year.  Please also make sure that BCEI has a copy of your 
student’s current objectives.   



From the Desk of Terry Johns: 
Why Study History? 

     Over the past seventeen years we have done probably a couple thousand 
evaluations, and every now and then we come upon students who do not 
care to study history.  They cannot begin to realize any purpose in studying 
such a subject.  On certain occasions I have encouraged parents to allow 
their disinterested child to do something more personal. For example, do 
some historical research on the local community or even go back in the 
family tree and do some historical research.  In several instances parents 
have said that this was just the key that their child needed to realize that 
studying history can be fun.  
      In keeping with the article that Pauline wrote in this newsletter regarding 

passing on a legacy, I would like to share some ways that by studying your own family history you can tie in 
some other history. 
     Wifie’s sister was visiting with us from WY a few weeks back, and together they were able to dig up 
information on an ancestor who was on the Constitutional committee for writing up the Constitution for the 
state of Iowa.  They further discovered that he was very good friends with Abraham Lincoln, and that he and 
Abe Lincoln often entertained one another in their homes.  Now, Pegge Moister is a direct descendant of 
Abraham Lincoln.  Isn’t it interesting to realize that we are friends with Doug and Pegge and they serve on our 
BCEI Board and yet our ancestors were good friends as well?  Life can be interesting! 
     Now if you had a child that had turned up information such as this, I think that you would have their interest 
and even some enthusiasm in studying history.  You would be able to veer off in your studies and let them learn 
about Stephen Shelledy who was a well-known statesman in Iowa, and then they could go on to learn about the 
process involved in writing a Constitution and laws.  They could learn about the life in Iowa back in the 1850’s, 
and then they could also research in detail the life and times of Abraham Lincoln.  In this manner their history 
studies may come alive in a personal way and make the study of history more interesting.   
     With the internet at our fingertips we have resources available to us as never before, and as good teachers we 
need to challenge our students to research information and to learn and write about their findings.  I do want to 
caution parents however, to make sure you are supervising your child’s Internet activities. Doing projects as a 
family, such as researching family history, can be beneficial to everyone in the family. 
     Here is another example of how studying family history can lead to a more detailed study of the history of 
our nation:  A couple of years ago my wife’s cousin’s husband (from Kansas) realized that he had Johns’ in his 
family tree that went back as far as the early 1600’s in the U.S., and he tried to make the connection to see if 
they could be any connection to my side of the family.  He told us that his Johns’ ancestors came from Indiana.  
Being from Western PA, I immediately thought Indiana County, PA, whereas Pauline being from the Midwest 
thought they were referring to the state of Indiana.  Well, here is where knowing history or knowing how to 
research history comes into play, for the first official permanent settlement in the state of Indiana came about 
around 1731 and Indiana did not become a state until 1816.  Indiana State did not even exist before the 
Revolutionary War.  So it looks like the Johns’ that Pauline’s cousin’s husband was referring to actually come 
from Indiana County, PA, because history indicates Swede and Dutch settlements in Pa in the middle 1600’s.  
Thus it connects the two Johns’ families. 
     If your family has a shorter history in the U.S. than ours does then your study will most likely take you to 
another country, and in this manner you can incorporate the study of other countries into your history studies.  
Once you get your child/ren interested in historical research exercises such as this, I would venture to say that 
you may be able to gently lead them into other history studies and allow them to realize how much fun it can be 
to actually study history. 
     One grandmother who was teaching a special needs grandchild had her study the history of her own 
community, and they were able to visit historical places of interest, do research, and write on their findings. 
This not only became a learning experience for the student but for the teacher as well.  This “hands-on” history 
class allowed this student to gain a new appreciation for the study of history. 



     I have used the subject of history as my topic for discussion, but I want to make a point that regardless of 
what subject it may be that your student enjoys least, you can become an effective teacher by finding creative 
ways to make that subject come alive or personal for your student. 
     Most of us have curriculum to follow which can be a tremendous help, but sometimes we need to veer off 
and take some time to encourage our students with a personal touch and teach the material in a creative manner 
that will help our students to enjoy learning.  Let your creative juices flow and you will see a change in your 
students. 
       

Passing On a Legacy for Your Children: By Pauline Johns 
     Has God done some exciting things in your family?  He most certainly has for ours, and yet often times we 
fail to give Him due thanks for the many blessings and miracles of life that He has brought us through.  Some 
stories are just meant to be told and retold again.  They are legacies that need to be passed on from one 
generation to another. 
     Our middle child turned 30 this past summer, and as her husband planned a special surprise birthday 
celebration for her, this led me to begin reflecting over the past thirty years of her life.  It dawned upon me that I 
had to take the opportunity to present the legacy of her life so that others could relive the great miracles that 
God has manifested in her life, and the miracle of her birth. 
     I began making a three sectioned poster board highlighting special events in Shawna’s life that could be put 
on display at her birthday celebration.  Pictures with captions at special events such as previous birthdays, 
graduation, weddings, the birth of each baby, etc. were added, but as the display progressed I quickly realized 
that this picture review of her life really revealed very little of the true story of her life, and I vowed that her 
children and friends must know the mighty miracles that God had performed regarding her life story.  Thus 
began my new project - making a photo story memory book of her life.  The more I worked on her memory 
book the more excited and committed to the task I became.  Even though Shawna’s 30th birthday is long past, 
her album is still a work in progress just as is her life.  You see, Shawna was a miracle baby in many senses of 
the word and her friends, family and children must know what God has done in her life.  It is a legacy that must 
be passed on to her children and her children’s children. 
     The first miracle in her life took place as she was being born.  Long story made short, she was being 
strangulated by the umbilical cord during labor.  Nursing staff had not checked the baby’s heart rate or they 
would have known she was in distress, but God knew and that was all that mattered.  I had already been in labor 
25 hours and the nurse had just checked me, telling me that it would be several hours yet before the baby would 
be delivered.  Terry and I worked at a Bible college at the time, and the president of the school had taken a 
walk.  As he was walking, the Lord spoke to him and showed him that I was having a baby girl (this was long 
before ultra sounds were done to reveal the sex of an unborn baby).  The Lord also showed him that our baby 
was dying.  He tried to shake the horrible feeling, but God spoke to him telling him to pray.  He obeyed and 
began interceding in prayer for our baby girl.  It was at this exact same moment that the baby was to be 
delivered.  We know the exact time because he had been keeping track of time, and we had been watching the 
labor room clock timing each contraction.  When Shawna was born she was blue and had to be given oxygen, 
and the doctor told us that had my labor continued as they had expected that she would have been born dead. 
God had His hand on our baby!  This story is a legacy that can be passed to Shawna’s children and 
grandchildren.  They need to know that God spared their mother’s life as an infant. 
     Shawna was six weeks old when Terry’s mother (an LPN) noticed that she was only responding to sight and 
not to sound. Another long story made short, she was taken to the Dr., her hearing checked, and he sadly 
informed us that she had an extensive hearing loss and recommended we get her to a specialist as soon as we 
could make the appointment.  Now as a new mommy I should have been upset, but my first reaction was simply 
to call and make arrangements to have her prayed for at the college chapel service that evening, which we did.  I 
saw no change immediately after her being anointed with oil and prayed for ( James 5:14 ), but later in the 
service as she was in my arms she jumped, took her little arms to her ears and gave a whimper, which Terry and 
I both made note of.  Throughout the next week Shawna began responding to sounds that she had never before 
responded to.  The phone rang, the dog barked, her big sister Sheledy let the door slam and silverware fell into 
the sink, all producing startle reactions from Shawna - something we had never seen before.  One week later we 



took her to the specialists as the doctor had told us to do.  These specialists did exactly the same tests that our 
family doctor had done, but the results were 100% different, and they wanted to know why we were there with 
our baby, because there was no sign of hearing loss!  Another legacy that people, including future generations 
need to hear about! 
     Shawna’s special memory book, the story of her life is at least 50 pages long, and it is not anywhere near 
completion, because God is still writing the chapters in her life.  I could continue with more stories of God’s 
protection and provision in Shawna’s life, but I do not want to bore you.  I have a purpose in saying all that I 
have said.  As mothers and grandmothers we have an obligation to our children.  That obligation is to pass on a 
legacy, which is full of praise and glory to God above.  We must make sure that our children and grandchildren 
know what God has done in the past, and by looking at the past they can look to the future in faith knowing that 
God can and will do the same for them in the future. 
     After getting Shawna’s memory book to the point of her 30th birthday, the Lord spoke to me telling me that I 
must do much the same for each of my other children, because God has done great and mighty things in their 
lives as well.  To further reinforce His voice I came upon an article that confirmed what the Lord had been 
telling me.        
     Through this article I was directed to the life of Moses in the book of Deuteronomy where God spoke to 
Moses saying, “Remember that you were a servant…and the Lord brought you…”  (Deut. 5:15)  “Remember 
what the Lord God did unto Pharaoh…” (Deuteronomy 7:18), “Remember that you were a bondman…and you 
shall observe and do my statutes.”  (Deuteronomy 16:12), “Remember they servants…”  (Deuteronomy 9:27), 
and most importantly, “Remember Thy God” (Deuteronomy 8:18).  God told Moses to write these things 
down, and this is exactly what He has directed me to do for each of my children. 
     I am not imploring each of you to sit down and make a book for each of your children as I plan to do, but I 
think the message that God gave to Moses is clear: remember, instruct, and teach your children were God’s 
words to Moses, and as parents it is important that we remember, instruct and teach.   
     As we remember, there will be things that are not always pleasant; things will not always be wonderful.  
There will be times of hardship and times of failure, but it is through remembering those situations that we can 
learn and even remember how God has brought us through.  It is through those difficulties and how we react to 
these situations that will speak loudly, and yes, even teach our children of the ways of God.  So, what if we fail?  
We don’t always do exactly as we should.  It is by looking back and visualizing our failures, short comings or 
faults that we can move ahead making sure that we don’t fall into the same situation again, and we can use these 
situations as “teachable moments” for our children.  If they see in us a teachable spirit and with a heart of 
repentance, then we are indeed teaching them from our own examples to live and act the way the Lord would 
have us to do.   
     In order to instruct our children we first must have resource materials, and our greatest textbook is God’s 
Holy Word.  If we are reading and following His word, that will give us as parents the guidance that we need to 
be successful instructors. 
     Our greatest example of teaching is Jesus Himself.  People were amazed at His ability to teach, and they 
flocked around to hear Him teach.  What made Him such a great teacher?  Of course, the first answer would be 
because He was the Son of God sent by God the Father.  But in the earthly sense we also have to look at His 
love and compassion for all of those that He came in contact with.  He wasn’t afraid to challenge the wrong and 
to speak out for right.  When he spoke to the woman at the well, he caught her in a lie, and He didn’t let her get 
away with it, but the manner in which he showed love and compassion to her was that He provided a way out, 
the answer to her problems.  Out of a crowd of people He called the tax collector who was not liked by anyone 
in the crowd, but He didn’t let this bother Him.  Jesus was willing to take time for Zacchaeus, and because of 
this Zacchaeus’ life was changed, and in turn this change affected the people around him because he paid back 
the money that he had taken illegally.  This in turn touched the lives of others.  I could go on and on with 
examples of Jesus’ teaching ability, but through each example He put Himself on the line and was willing to 
speak out in love and compassion and lived an example to all those who came in contact with Him.  If we as 
parents and grandparents can follow His example, then we too can be great examples for our children as we 
remember, instruct and teach. 
     I hope this encourages you as parents to develop stories and legacies in the lives of each of your children. 
Stories can be passed from one generation to another so that all can be encouraged and blessed. 



 Moms and Daughters-Mark Your Calendar NOW:  On Monday evening, 
February 19th at 7:00 pm at Maranatha Assembly of God Church in Lansdale, Miss Teen PA will be speaking to 
mothers and young ladies as well.  She will have her crown with her and has graciously agreed to let each 
young lady in attendance try it on that evening.  Erin Good, BCEI graduate and Miss Teen PA will be talking to 
us about how God has used her as Miss Teen PA and what it really means to be beautiful both inside and out.  
She will be sharing scrapbooks from her year of reign and teaching us how to “scrapbook our own lives.”  This 
will be a rewarding evening for all in attendance and is being hosted jointly by BCEI and the Women’s 
Ministries of Maranatha A/G.  Moms and daughters in attendance are asked to bring a couple of pictures of 
special events such as birthdays, parties, Christmas, trips or other special events of their lives that can be used to 
make a scrapbook page of your life.  Please register no later than Feb. 1st so that we know how many supplies 
we will need for the scrapbooks.  Call BCEI at (215) 723-7226.  If you are a lady and have no daughter to bring, 
please feel free to bring a friend or neighbor or come on your own.  
  

Fire House Trip:  Parents are 
reminded that fire safety must be 
taught and documented in your log and 
portfolio every year regardless of your 
child’s age or grade. Each year BCEI 
makes teaching fire safety an easy 
project by having a group event at the 
Telford Fire House.  Darlene 
Burroughs is our coordinator for this 
activity, and we would like to thank 
Darlene for once again making the 
arrangements for the successful two 
evenings back in October.  We wish to 
thank the men who serve on the 
Telford Fire Company for their time 
and instruction, and we thank Dave 
Kitabjian for supplying us with some 
pictures of the activities. 
 

 
Washington D.C. Trip:  Each school year BCEI sponsors a chartered bus trip for our families.  It is a day 
that Moms and Dads can sit back on the bus and let someone else worry about driving, traffic, directions and 
parking.  The price is reasonable and to this date I have NEVER heard of a family who did not enjoy the trip---
even when it poured down rain and we all got drenched! 
     We try to provide a variety of places to go, but in making our decision this year we once again decided upon 
Washington D.C.  There are so many things to see and places to go in D.C. that we decided once again to make 
D.C. our destination.  We will be leaving Fair View Village Church of the Nazarene in the early morning of 
April 3rd and traveling by Hagey Bus to D.C.  We will be visiting Arlington National Cemetery, hopefully the 
White House, and have time in the Mall area in the afternoon with a final meal at Union Station. This will be 
Cherry Blossom Time and the cost is only $30.00 per person.  Deposits are due NOW, so if you are interested in 
going, please contact Pegge Moister at 411 Church Road in Eagleville, PA  19403 with your deposit today.  
Space is limited and on a first come first serve basis.  Please contact Pegge if you have questions at  
(610) 539-9081 or ����������	��
��	����������	��
��	����������	��
��	����������	��
��	   
     The following article was written by the Pietrak family who attended the trip to D.C. last year, and they so 
kindly shared their experiences so that you can see what a wonderful trip it was and what we are looking 
forward to on the 3rd of April this year. 
  



B.C.E.I. Charters Bus Trip to Washington, D.C. 
 B.C.E.I. sponsored a bus trip to Washington, D.C., for students and 
their families on Thursday, April 12, 2007.  Pegge Moister made all of 
the arrangements for the trip.  The timing of the trip was fantastic as it 
was during the famous Cherry Blossom festival, and the tulips and 
flowers were in full bloom. 
  

Our bus departed from Fairview Village Church of the Nazarene 
located near Norristown, PA.  Our bus driver was Wayne Burroughs of Hagey Coach & Tours.  (Wayne and 
Darlene Burroughs and family are the 10th grade class sponsors for B.C.E.I.)   We had a very comfortable, 
pleasant bus ride.  While on board we watched a History Channel movie about Washington, D.C. monuments.  
It gave us terrific background information about many of the monuments and memorials in Washington, D.C. 
  

Our first stop when we arrived was a tour of the Pentagon.  The tour was given by enlisted servicemen who 
were hand selected for the job of tour guide by the United States Department of Defense.  Our family was told 
by the guide that we were very lucky to have the tour, because after September 11, 2001 the tours of the 
Pentagon were limited.  The tour included access to non-restricted areas within the Pentagon.  In the Pentagon 
is just about everything you can think of from a dry cleaners, drug store, book store, flower shop, gymnasium, 
food vendors, coffee shop…the works.  It was amazing.  The halls are filled with memorabilia from all of the 
conflicts and wars that the United States has encountered.  There is a memorial chapel for remembering the 
citizens and service personnel that perished during the September 11, 2001 attacks.  Mrs. Johns had the 
honor of scribing a book with a message of sympathy and hope on behalf of the members of B.C.E.I.  There 
were many quilts and other articles expressing grief and comfort that were sent to the Pentagon by the 
international community and concerned Americans.  These items were sent after the tragedy of 9/11, and they 
are displayed along the halls in the part of the Pentagon that was destroyed and then rebuilt.  This tour was a 
time of patriotism in appreciation for the men and women who defend our freedoms and also a bittersweet time 
of remembrance of those whom we have lost in the challenges. 
  

After this tour, there was open time for families to have lunch and explore until our 3 p.m. scheduled group tour 
of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum.  Our family dined outside of the National Air and Space Museum, 
perused the National Mall and U.S. Capitol building, and finally visited the United States Botanic Garden 
Conservatory.   
     

We met the rest of the group at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum where we experienced the atrocities of 
the Holocaust through exhibits and film.  The memories displayed touched everyone and renewed our 
awareness and appreciation of the God-given freedoms that we enjoy here as American citizens. The resolve 
to protect others from these violations of human rights was evidenced. 
  

Next we proceeded on our trip to Union Station.  On the way we passed many of the war memorials and 
stopped by East Potomac Park, Haines Point, to see the sculpture “The Awakening”, a 100-foot buried giant 
along the Potomac River.  This sculpture was created by J. Seward Johnson Jr. for the 1980 International 
Sculpture Conference Exhibition, and it was so popular that it still remains there today even though the 
National Park Service admits that the “temporary permit” has long since expired.  The sculpture has recently 
been sold and is scheduled to move to National Harbor in Prince George County, Maryland, just outside of 
Washington, D.C.  This was a terrific photo op, and we sure had a lot of fun while enjoying the sculpture�   
  

Last we arrived at Union Station for a free time of dinner and shopping.  One of the highlights of this time was 
viewing the Great Hall, which is architecturally spectacular.   There were a myriad of restaurants and shops to 
choose from while enjoying the sights and sounds of the train station. 
  

In the evening, Wayne drove the charter bus home while we peacefully enjoyed several family-friendly movies 
which were selected by B.C.E. I. students.  A wonderful time was had by all.  We again want to acknowledge 
Pegge Moister for all of her dedication, hard work and attention to detail.  Thank you to Wayne Burroughs for a 
safe and comfortable transport.   
 We can’t wait until next year to see where we can travel and enjoy fun and fellowship with the other B.C.E.I. 
families! 
 

Pat and Maria Pietrak and family, Gilbertsville, PA 



   2008 Calendar Updates: 
 
     January 3          Senior Class Trip to NY City 
     January 14           Local Competition of Spelling Bee  
                                      and Geography Bee Cancelled 
     February 1           Senior Graduation Announcement  
                                     Money and order form due today 
     February 1           Seniors may begin calling to schedule end of year evaluation 
     February 4           BCEI Board Meeting 7:00 pm at the Johns’ 
     February 5           Moms and Daughters, register to Lovely Ladies Night Out on Feb.  
                                 19 at Maranatha A/G  Call BCEI at (215) 723-7226 
     February 11         College and Career Night with PHEAA representative Michael  
                                 Robinson  7:00 pm Maranatha A/G in Lansdale 
     February 11-15   Order your CAT tests through Seton (540) 636-9996 and have them  
                                 sent to Pauline Johns if you want her to do your testing.  Then call 
                                 Pauline (215) 723-7226 so that she can put your child’s name on the 
                                 list and be looking for the testing materials. 
     February 19         Lovely Ladies Night Out-Featuring Miss Teen PA and Making a  
                                 Scrapbook Page of Your Life-See school calendar for full details 
     February 28         Final money for Washington D.C. Trip due to Pegge Moister 
 
 

Contests:  Competition can be a healthy thing and they can help make learning more fun for all of those 
involved.  Certain contests and competitions can be incorporated into curriculum to enhance studies.  In this 
issue we have briefly discussed the National Spelling and Geography Bees and in the next issue we intend to 
have a listing of various contests and competitions that you can get involved with in your home educational 
programs.  We welcome thoughts and suggestions from you our members.  If you have entered your children 
into a contest or competition and enjoyed it please send the info to BCEI so that we can include it in the 
newsletter for others to know about. If you are a member of HSLDA, check their website for their art and 
writing contests. 
 

     Here it is! Your chance to “Design the BCEI Web Page Cover” The winner of this 
competition will not only have their artwork and poetry displayed on the front page of the BCEI 
website, but they will also earn a free BCEI T-Shirt.   
 

First Annual BCEI Web Page Cover Contest  
"What you love about Homeschooling and BCEI"  -  open to all students of all ages.  
 Submit by Thursday, January 31st your 8 1/2 x 11 size or smaller drawing with your  
Name, Age, Grade, Address, Telephone # & Email (optional) written on the back.  

 Please submit poems with 100 words or less with your drawing to  
Colleen Borton - 9019 Ashton Road, Philadelphia, PA  19136.   

Judging will be on originality, artistic value, and using your imagination.   
There will be one grand prize winner, whose drawing and poem will be featured on the 

Buxmont Website Homepage throughout the year 2008 and will also earn a  
Free BCEI T-shirt!   

Check the BCEI Website for winner and honorable mentions to be announced by  
Saturday, February 16th!  
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     Technology continues to increase at a rate that most of us cannot keep up with in the world today.  Almost 
everyone is writing papers, letters and documents via their computer, and every computer that I know of has 
spell check, so is it really important that our children know how to spell correctly? 
     As a teacher for many years (before spell check) and as a home school Mom, I strongly feel that learning to 
spell correctly is important and that we should not just rely on our computer’s spell check. 
     Learning to spell correctly is a major piece of the puzzle when it comes to reading.  If a child has learned to 
read phonetically and has learned some basic phonics rules, then in turn they will most likely be decent spellers. 
     There are many times in life where we will not have a computer at our fingertips, and notes that have to be 
written hastily need to be written legibly and with proper spelling.  If we learn to rely too much on our spell 
check on the computer we tend to loose skills in phonics and spelling. Writing is an important means of 
communication, and an important aspect of writing is spelling. Our children need to learn the skills first and 
then learn to properly use these other aids.  The same is true of calculators in math.  Learn the skills and then 
use the tool to double-check your work. 
     For those of you who have been loyal long time members of BCEI, you may remember an article that Susie 
Kemmerer (our first official editor of Nehemiah’s Leadership) had written regarding the use of spell check.  
Here are some examples that she gave of using spell check on her computer:   
 
Math Blaster became Math Blister,  
Bookwork became bookworm,  
The Von Trapp family became the ventral family 
The name Tacey became Tacky 
The handbell choir became handball 
The town of Hatfield became Hayfield 

Colmar, PA became columnar 
Perkasie, PA became precise 
Legos became legs 
The Hokey Pokey became Hookie Poke 
The name Bonnie became bones 
Pegge Moister became pigged Moister 

    
And on went the list.  Yes, it is important that we do not rely totally on spell check on the computer, but 

rather that we know how to spell on our own. 
      Activities and events such as the National Spelling Bee can promote fun in learning when it comes to 
spelling.  Every year thousands of students across our country participate in the local school competition of the 
spelling bee.  Each school selects the first, second and third runner up, and the winning student represents their 
school at the regional competition. The BCEI winner goes on to Norristown to compete regionally. That winner 
competes in the state competition, and if they qualify they can then go on to national competition.  
Approximately 250 talented spellers converge upon Washington D.C.  (all expenses paid) to compete in the 
national competition, which is actually aired live on television.  Many activities and special learning 
experiences take place in our nation’s capitol city during this special competition week, not just spelling.  There 
are many things to see and do and many new friends to meet and enjoy.  The competition this year will be held 
on May 28th and 29th, 2008.  You will want to watch local TV listings so that your children can view the 
national competition.  It is interesting to note that for the past several years’ homeschooled students have ranked 
very high in the competition.  You may wish to visit the website: 
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a free study booklet that you can use in your every day spelling lessons, or you may visit Carolyn’s Corner 
where you can get a free 36 week study course that can be used throughout the school year.  Other free 
resources from this site include a Merriam Webster Dictionary, which contains prefixes, suffixes and 
combinations forms, or you can obtain a consolidated word list of words used in previous spelling bees.  By 
searching out this website and others related to the national spelling bee you can find puzzles, games, word lists 
and other activities for your children to do, all free of charge, which can be used to enhance their spelling 
talents.  Hopefully this will encourage some of you so that your kids will want to be in the BCEI Bee next year. 
  



BE SURE YOU KNOW GEOGRAPHY: 
  
     As a Christmas present our family was blessed with a GPS, and now we should never get lost???  One can 
always dream!  Again, technology makes it easy to get around, and we tend to depend upon technological 
inventions rather than our own ingenuity.  Learning where we live, prominent cities, climate, landforms, 
culture, etc. (in other words – GEOGRAPHY) is important as well, and we should not depend totally upon 
electronic devices such as Global Positioning Systems. 
     The lack of the geographical knowledge of the general public became very real to me as we allowed our 
children their first experience at public school.  Being hesitant on the whole idea from the beginning, I was 
determined to be as much an active part of their education as possible.  It was that first week of school, at 
“Parents Night”, that I sat in the 7th grade classroom with the lady who was to be my child’s Social Studies 
teacher for the year.  She told the class of parents, “Ok, you came to see what your children will be doing in 
class this year, so here is the first assignment.”  She handed out maps of the United States, which was missing 
the names of the states, and I heard several groans from the crowd of parents.  She went on to explain that each 
of us were to label all 50 states.  All around the room I heard many more groans and complaints.  I smiled and 
began my assigned task, which I considered to be an easy one.  As I was completing this first task the teacher 
instructed us to begin adding state capitals.  All around the room I heard these parents of the 7th graders 
exclaim, “What do you mean capitals, we don’t even know the states!”  I began looking around the room only 
to discover that most of those in the classroom had only a few of the 50 states labeled, and there was even one 
adult who couldn’t even identify PA.  Sad indeed! 
     The lack of geographical knowledge by the general public again became evident as we hosted foreign 
exchange students in our home over the summer months while our children were in Junior and Senior High 
School.  These students from Europe held such a vast knowledge of not only their own country and surrounding 
countries, but also of our nation, which they were visiting for the first time.  I began explaining that things were 
different here in the Eastern part of the U.S., and began to explain some of the differences, and then went on to 
mention my homeland, the Midwest, and then on to mention the West Coast, and they just shook their heads in 
acknowledgement and made comments on what I told them, which led me to know that they knew all about our 
culture and geography.   I have come across many U.S. citizens who knew little of this information. Our 
children should not be ignorant of our country’s geography.  Many kids cannot even name the seven continents 
of the world let alone be able to locate them on a map.  As homeschool parents it is important that we are 
teaching our children geographical facts and knowledge. 
     If you need supplemental tools to teach this information you can check out the National Geographic website 
which sponsors the National Geography Bee.  At this website you will be able to find games, quizzes and 
worksheets for kids of all ages that will enhance their learning and hopefully encourage them to learn more 
about the world in which we live.  The website is: 
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I would also like to note that by subscribing to the God’s World Magazines you could add a good amount of 
Geography studies to your home educational program. 

For the Geography Bee, the student who wins first place for BCEI is given a qualifying test by Terry or 
myself which is provided by the organization (Natl. Geog.)  We must have that test postmarked by a certain 
date, and if the student scores high enough on that qualifying test, then they are invited to the next level of 
competition.  Again, we need a minimum number of children to compete. 
  

 Local Competition of Spelling Bee and Geography Bee Cancelled:    
  We are disappointed to announce that due to lack of interest the local competition for the Scripps 

Howard Spelling Bee and the National Geographic Geography Bee scheduled for Jan. 14th has been cancelled.  
Please change your calendars accordingly.  Both of these competitions provide a wonderful way for your 
children to be exposed to sharing their knowledge and learning to be in front of others.  Scholarships and 
awards are available for national winners of both competitions. But we need a certain number of students to 
compete to be eligible for going on to the next levels of competition. 
  
Hopefully next year we can have some participants in our local Spelling and Geography Bees!  



 
Be Sure to Keep Checking the BCEI Website on a regular basis and Keep 
BCEI informed of new e-mail addresses:    
     Often times opportunities for homeschoolers come in with very little time to spare and our only means of 
communicating with everyone is via the BCEI website.  As a member we ask you to please check the website at 
least twice each month and preferably more often than that.  For example, just recently we had the opportunity 
for families with pre-schoolers and young elementary aged children to participate in a special Christmas 
celebration at the PEAK Center in Lansdale but the information came much too late to get out to everyone 
except for through the website.  We did attempt to do a mass e-mail on this one, however we got at least 10-15 
e-mails returned because they were the wrong address, and these addresses were taken from families 2007-2008 
family renewal forms that have been received since Sept. 
      Almost every year between Christmas and New Year’s we receive word from Sight and Sound Studios in 
Lancaster that they offer homeschool discount rates for only $10.00 per show, but again this information comes 
to us at the last minute and the only way we can get it to everyone is via the website. 
     Scholarship opportunities often come to us at the last minute, and we post them on the web as soon as we get 
them, but if you don’t check out the website regularly then you will miss out.     
     Other important information shows up on the Bulletin Board section of the website so please, please check 
the site regularly and also please keep BCEI informed of new e-mail addresses.  Thank you so much for your 
assistance in these matters. 
  
  

Keep Saving those Acme and Redner’s register tapes: 
     We are pleased to report that in the first quarter of the school year BCEI earned $97.79 from Redner’s Save 
a Tape Program.  A special thanks to all of you who have been saving those tapes and turning them into BCEI, 
and a special thanks to Colleen Pusey who has been responsible for collating and adding them up for us. 

Over the holidays BCEI received a check in the amount of $216.50 from the General Mills Box Tops for 
Education.  Each of you who have assisted in saving these box tops needs to be commended.  Thank you so 
much for helping your school in this manner. 
     BCEI is a non-profit organization and no one is paid for their time in running the organization. Your 
membership dues help to offset the costs of office supplies, postage, copies, paperwork, Internet access, liability 
insurance and other incidentals.  BCEI is blessed to not have an overhead of office rental, electric, heat, etc., 
because BCEI is run through the home of Terry and Pauline Johns, so it saves on overhead costs.   
     We are pleased to inform you that BCEI membership dues have remained the same cost for over twelve 
years even though the cost of postage, office supplies, etc. continue to go up.  It is through families like you 
who save your Acme receipts, your Redner’s Save A Tape register tapes, UPC codes from Landis brand, 
Montco, TV Time, Campbell’s Soup Labels and the Big G Box Tops that helps us to keep our membership fees 
from increasing. 
     We are also pleased to inform you that BCEI received a grant from Homeschool Legal Defense Association, 
and we were able to offer a membership scholarship for membership to four needy families and to offer senior 
fee scholarships for two of our graduating seniors.  Each of you who save those register tapes, purchased BCEI 
T-shirts, purchased your home school journals or joined HSLDA using the BCEI membership number had a 
part in helping BCEI to help other homeschool families.  Don’t forget the E-scrip program also provides extra 
funds for the operation of BCEI, as does ordering Alpha Omega curriculum via the BCEI website.  Thank you 
for your continued support! 



New Year’s Blessings: 
     The BCEI Board and Terry and Pauline would like to take this opportunity to wish each of our families a 
very blessed New Year.  Take the time to enjoy the blessings of God and His love this holiday season.  We wish 
you the very best blessings in the upcoming New Year. 
  
 

Bear Creek Ski Passes are still available through Pegge Moister at discounted 
rates.   Contact Pegge at ����������	��
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College and Career Night: 
     Mark your calendar NOW for all students, grades 7-12  
      Monday February 11th   7:00 pm at Maranatha A/G in Lansdale 
  Guest speaker Michael Robinson from PHEAA will be discussing assessments for career, job or college 
choices.  Not everyone is college bound and Mike will help to provide an understanding for students and 
parents in helping to determine if they should plan for college or career.  We need a good attendance because he 
is taking an evening out of his busy schedule to come and speak to us on this important topic. 
   
 

Prayer Issues: 
     Please remember that BCEI has the on-going prayer team that will lift your needs before the Lord.  If you 
find you or your family in need of prayer, please don’t hesitate to e-mail us or give us a call.  Also, we would 
like to ask our families to keep the Doyle family in your prayers as Tom is away on military duty.  Keep all of 
our servicemen in prayer at this holiday season. 
   
 

Homeschooling Contests-We need input from our readers on this one!  If you have entered your 
child/ren in a competition that worked well for you please let us hear about it so we can share it with other 
families and most certainly at any time that your child enters and wins please let BCEI know so that we can 
enter their name and accomplishment in the newsletter so that other homeschoolers can be encouraged! 
  
 

Information on Standardized Testing, SAT, PSAT, and ACT Testing-
Again, we welcome any experiences, thoughts or input into this article from our readers 
  

 
Planning a field Trip?  Why not make it a BCEI Field Trip   

and include other families?  The more the merrier!!! 
 If you decide to plan a trip for your kids and you 
would like to include others, simply let BCEI know 
before the publication deadline of the next issue of 
Nehemiah’s Leadership, and we will let others know 
about this trip.  If each family planned one trip and 
included others from BCEI, even once every three 
years, we would have plenty of trips to offer our kids



       
         Located in NE Philadelphia 

 
     Free advertisements (Business Card Size) from our BCEI Graduates:  If you or 
your family member are a BCEI graduate and own your own business then please send us your business card so 
that we can advertise for you free in the next newsletter.  If you know someone who is a BCEI graduate and 
does not currently get the newsletter please inform them accordingly so that they can get their business cards 
into us for the next issue. 
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The James A. Michener Art Museum is now offering once a month 
workshops for Homeschool students and their families.  For more 

information or to register please visit 
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Help Wanted:    Handicapped Mom in Telford/Souderton area looking for a 
young teen girl to help out with light housekeeping chores several times per month.   
For more information call (215) 723-9099 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Home School Foundation is the charitable arm of the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) and is dedicated to 
bringing hope and tangible help to homeschoolers in need. The Foundation is a 501c(3) charitable organization, approved by the 

ECFA (Evangelical Council for Financial Accountability), and has a variety funds that provided nearly 1 million dollars in assistance 
and related expenses to homeschooling families last year.  If you are a family who is facing extreme financial difficulties then visit 
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 Send us your favorite educational websites 
  We would like to publish a new list.  Take a few minutes to drop BCEI a note with the 
addresses and a very brief description of the site.  
For a cute homeschool song/video, check this one out;  
http://www.doublesharpevideo.com/HomeSchool2/Homeschool2.html 
 

 

     Do you have a story of God’s wonderful provisions in your life?  
We’d love to hear from you.  Your testimony can be an encouragement to others.  We are 
always looking for articles (especially related to homeschooling) of how God has provided in 
your life.  If you’d like to share so that others can be blessed from your story, please drop Dot 
an e-mail, and she will see that it gets into one of the newsletters. 
�����������	��������
��	    
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
HEBREWS 12:2 
  Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 

 


